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were talking at once. As time passed, in every direc-
tion and in unexpected places, vast blind forces released
by the war became apparent and menacing. To meet
them there was little to offer. The armies were con-
tracting with demobilization. The energy and idealism
was dying away and left only a tired people.
1 Nowhere had the victory been so crushing as in
Turkey. She lay battered down, ruined and broken.
Any terms of peace could have been imposed without
resistance. Far away in Anatolia the ninth Caucasus
army alone remained undefeated, but it was submissive
and overawed. There were Allied garrisons all across
Turkey. She lay inert, patiently waiting her fate. I
found the English people against the Turks. Here and
there a few experts and a few cranks spoke on their
behalf, but the mass of the people was hostile. The
churches remembered the massacres of Christians. The
Free Churches were clamouring for the return of Con-
stantinople and St. Sophia and the ejection of the Turk
from Europe. The war hatred was strong in those
untouched by religion. It was agreed that an end was
to be made of Turkey, and Mr. Lloyd George was the
spokesman of that idea./
But in all matters the decision rested with the Con-
ference in Paris, and there so vast and complex and
innumerable were the problems to be settled that Turkey
was neglected for the time being. It was felt that she
was but the rubbish and bits of the Ottoman Empire
that had finally collapsed, and that a sweeping up of
those could wait until more urgent problems nearer
home were settled. In that delay lay danger, and